Cockayne's syndrome--difficulties with early diagnosis.
The features of Cockayne's syndrome do not appear until 4 to 5 years of age. Early diagnosis is important for proper genetic counselling and antenatal screening. Despite various "diagnostic tests" offered by many authors, early diagnosis of the syndrome is still problematic. Four cases which were initially diagnosed as cerebral palsy are presented to illustrate this difficulty. Two cases were diagnosed as spastic cerebral palsy and the other two as familial spastic paraplegia. The features of Cockayne's syndrome appeared later.